TRIP REPORT

June 2010
Thank you to all who we saw at TRENZ and my notes tell me that we have sent onto you all information requested.

One of the things you liked was the trip report I filed recently on a recent trip around 12 of our client properties in the North and South Islands.

I have recently just spent some time at our 2 newest client hotels and lodges and have detailed a “trip report” below.No marketing hype- just the facts.

Auckland- Hotel De Brett

Arrived late on a Friday afternoon when the city was busy. Found parking easier than expected( they do have valet parking tho). We were shown to our room which was spacious, bright, airy and sooo quiet!. The double windows and double glazing are incredibly effective and there is no city noise at all. Also great to be able to get to and from your room in minutes, unlike larger hotels where it is a major to get to/from your room and foyer or restaurant or bars. Had a quick drink in the very funky bar area which by now was humming with locals.

We went out with friends that evening and arrived back late- again easy to find parking- right outside. Hotel very secure with doorman on duty. Huge TV to watch the football on next morning. Breakfast area busy and friendly atmosphere, continental breakfast included with tariff and magic full breakfast menu for those hungry soles.

Easy check out-friendly, can imagine business people liking this as staff know your name.

Great hotel, great experience.
RATES-$290- $590 per room per night

INCLUSIONS- Pre dinner drinks and continental breakfast.
www.hoteldebrett.com- or see travel industry site at  www.boutiquehotels.co.nz 

Coromandel- Shakespeare Cliff  

2.5 hours easy drive from Auckland. First part of this journey is motorway, then flat lands then beautiful drive thru native bush, road a bit windey, but a good road. 
Shakespeare Cliff easy to find and as it is a large property it does tend to dominate the surrounding area. Immaculate gardens and lawns leading up to the lodge which sits high above Cooks Beach.  

Views amazing. Good parking area. Steps lead down from this to huge entrance doors and foyer. 
Main lounge and dining and open kitchen area is very spacious- very! The whole of this opens onto huge decks. Property faces due North with all day sun. West facing opens to another deck, petanque court, outside oven, decks and deck furniture- enjoy watching the sun go down here.

Loft suite is on first floor ( up one flight of stairs- no lift) This is VERY funky.

Opens to deck- huge views- very private.

Open plan bedroom and bathroom, only separation of stand alone curved bath and toilet are with moveable screen! Not everyone’s cup of tea but I liked it.

We stayed in the Masters Suite- ground floor. Opens to decks, separate bathroom, spacious.

Other rooms- there are 2 other rooms which SHARE an ensuite. 

Many local activities, especially anything to do with water. Closest lodge to Cathedral Cove.

Lodge is luxurious but you feel very relaxed. It is also huge, with more than 450m2 of floor space and another 200m2 of deck and patio area. Can comfortably accommodate up to 8 people with one additional room suitable for children and/or Nanny.
Alex Morcom, host and owner is a great host and also chef extraordinaire. Alex likes to use as many of the herbs and vegetables from the lodge garden as possible. Alex’s family have farmed the area for years and he is an expert on the local area and what to see.
RATES-  $950- Loft suite


$850- Masters Suite


$450- Beach and Chart rooms ( share an ensuite)

INCLUSIONS- Pre dinner drinks and canapés, accommodation, gourmet breakfast.On site complimentary parking, free wireless internet.

One bottle of local NZ wine each room per stay. 3 night plus stays = one bottle per night.

www.shakespearecliff.com or see travel industry site at www.boutiquehotels.co.nz 

